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preservation of the converted school building, now apartments.  The Vermont Downtown 

Development Board approved the revision that year. 

Today SAFF operates under a merger agreement with the City through which the City 

Downtown Board also acts as the Board of Directors for the nonprofit.  The City staffs the board 

and the Downtown program.  Under this model, the board does not need to spend time and 

energy fundraising for administrative capacity.  Instead, the Downtown/SAFF Board is able to 

focus its attention on marketing, programming, events, and providing input on other matters 

relevant to Downtown St. Albans.  Nevertheless, the board also manages some funds that are 

held directly by the nonprofit, and SAFF is able to act as a fiscal agency for events and other 

programs.  The financial activity managed by the organization has tripled since 2017.  SAFF has 

demonstrated the ability to actively contribute to the revitalization of Downtown St. Albans and 

maintain a general vibrancy that helps to keep storefronts full.  Overall, it is essential that SAFF 

is also maintained as a viable nonprofit entity in concert with the other aspects of the City’s 

Downtown program. 

The St. Albans Designated Downtown, as of November 2025, via the Vermont Planning Atlas 
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which were then split into municipal targets by NRPC. These targets set goals for new units 

needed by 2030 and 2050 to address immediate needs and accommodate future growth. Each 

target is a range with a lower and upper scenario. 

Housing Targets: St. Albans Planned Growth Area 

Area 

 Current 
Housing 

Units 
(1/1/2025)  

Current % 
Housing 

Growth per 
Year (2020-

2025) 
2030 Target 2050 Target 

 Units  % / year  Units  % / year 
St. Albans City & Town 
PGA 4,752  0.5%  347 - 236  1.5 - 2.3%  2,188 - 4,321  1.9 - 3.7% 

     St. Albans City PGA 3,388  1.0%  116 - 175  0.7 - 1.1%  729 - 1,440  0.9 - 1.8% 

  St. Albans Town PGA 1,442  0.7%  231 - 351  3.3 - 5.0%  1,459 - 2,881  4.2 - 8.2% 

Northwest Region 28,686  0.7%  2144 - 3249  1.5 - 2.3%  6,755 - 13,315  1.0 - 1.9% 

At the regional level, St. Albans City is mapped as part of a 

Planned Growth Area that spans portions of both the City and 

the Town. Recognizing that the Town portion of the Planned 

Growth Area has a larger area with more room to grow, the 

housing target for the City is 1/3 of the overall Planned 

Growth Area target. Although the City is more built up than 

the Town, housing goals can be achieved through infill 

development of remaining open parcels and small-scale 

“missing middle” growth in existing neighborhoods.  

Additionally, the City will have the opportunity to opt in to a 

Tier 1B exemption for the Downtown Center and Planned 

Growth Area, which would provide Act 250 exemptions for 

housing developments of 50 units or less on 10 acres or less.  

The City Council passed a resolution opting in to Tier 1B 

status in September 2025.  The City can also apply for Tier 

1A status, which would grant the area a complete Act 250 

exemption for all projects. Reducing these regulatory barriers 

could further encourage new housing in the City.  Tier 1A is 

explored in more detail in the Land Use chapter. 

The Need for Adequate Housing 

Our community’s collective quality of life, public safety, and sense of prosperity all depend upon 

providing adequate housing for the City’s residents, including those who are currently without 

regular shelter.  Housing is only adequate when it is accessible, safe, clean, reliable, and 

affordable for those living there.  Furthermore, there should be a sense that future housing 
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areas designated for transit stops, but they are normally shared with other uses. There are 

currently no bus shelters in the City. 

 

GMT also has routes that connect St. Albans City 

with other areas in the region.  The Alburgh to 

Georgia Commuter Shuttle operates once daily and 

stops at several locations in the City, taking riders to 

the Georgia Industrial Parks.  The Richford to St. 

Albans Shuttle takes riders from Richford and other 

locations along Route 105 into St. Albans. The 

Franklin County Commuter provides service between 

St. Albans and Burlington. It combines two previous 

routes, the St. Albans LINK Express and the Milton 

Commuter, operating 5 runs between 5:15am and 

7:55pm Monday-Friday. Finally, the Price Chopper 

Shopping Shuttle provides service to the St. Albans 

Price Chopper on Tuesday mornings, with stops in St. 

Albans and Swanton.   

 

In 2026, Rural Community Transportation (RCT) 

will assume the majority of public transit in the St. 

Albans area, including older adults and persons with 

disabilities (O&D) and Medicaid non-emergency transportation services.  Green Mountain 

Transit (GMT) will continue to operate the Franklin County Commuter, providing access to 

Chittenden County.  

 

Passenger Rail 
 

Passenger rail service is available via the Amtrak Vermonter, which originates in the City. It 

provides service to Washington D.C. via New York City, Philadelphia and Baltimore, with many 

smaller stops along the way. 

 

The Amtrak station is located on the property of the recently vacated Genesee & Wyoming/New 

England Central Railway headquarters on Federal St. The headquarters building itself is 

currently for sale, separately from the parcel containing the station, since Genesee & Wyoming’s 

relocation to its new headquarters on the Fonda site. 

 

Until 1995, this passenger line was called the Montrealer and terminated in that city after 

stopping in St. Albans. The City of St. Albans, the State of Vermont, and our congressional 

delegation have all stated support for the return of the Montrealer. Current rail service to 

Montreal is provided by the Adirondack, which includes a stop in Rouses Point, NY, about 26 

miles from the City. 

 

About a decade ago, Genesee & Wyoming Railways upgraded the tracks north of the City to 

accommodate passenger rail service. As of 2019, all necessary agreements are in place in both 

the US and Canada to allow for Customs and Immigration pre-clearance on both sides of the 

Source:  Green Mountain Transit, www.RideGMT.com. 
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Data Source: All map features derived from VGIS
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Existing Land Use boundaries description from
the St. Albans City Planning Commission.
Interpreted in 2025.

North arrow on map refers to Grid North.
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City Boundary

Parcel Line

Stream or Brook

Pond

Street
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B1 - Central Business District

B2 - Transitional Business District

R75 - Residential 7500 District

MI - Medical Institution District

S-Ind - Service-Industrial District

RP - Residential-Professional District

ROW - Connector Right of Way

Multi-Dwelling Overlay District

CR - Civic Recreation District

MU - Mixed Use District , similar to RP

MF - Multi-Family District

HD - Historic Downtown District

Classify Neighborhoods by Current/Future Density
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